
East Bridgford Parish Council (PC) 

2022 Annual Parish Meeting –  Thursday 28th April 2022 at 7.30pm 

Chairman’s Report 

Covid-19 and other challenges 

There has been a further year of disruptions as the new variants of covid impacted on 

everyone’s lives, but, apart from having to re-learn the Greek alphabet, our community’s 

resilience and ability to react have enabled many aspects of our lives to be adapted and we 

now begin to see a relative return to normal. However, events in Ukraine, the energy price 

shock and the return of inflation suggest that we should never take anything for granted. One 

thing that can be relied upon is the willingness of residents to respond to challenges, while 

supporting others in the process, and evidence of some of this can be found below. 

PC changes 

For most of the year, the PC has been three short of a full complement of Councillors, which 

has restricted some progress. Cllrs Monni and Riddle left during the year but we have also 

welcomed some new Councillors, Neil Yates, Penny Storr, Keith Maywhort and Jane Swain. 

There is still a vacancy at the time of writing, so anyone who is willing to put themselves 

forward for co-option should write to the Clerk, or contact any Councillor. 

In staffing matters, Clare Fox left her post as Clerk during the year, and Sharon Ellis was 

appointed in her place. With major changes in procedures and the ongoing Councillor 

vacancies there has been a necessary focus on consolidation during the past year. 

Butt Close and the Pavilion  

Sports clubs and other users of the facilities have mainly been able to continue activities as 

normal. However, two of the football teams have sadly ceased to exist so now only the 

veterans remain.  Maintenance of the field has been challenging, most recently the 

appearance of five ‘hollows’ caused by some form of subsidence. These have been filled 

and re-turfed but we need to be vigilant.  

The memorial benches around the field are being stained and renovated as required. 

The play area needs constant maintenance and the cost of this is increasing each year as 

the structures age. It had to be closed for a short time when a neighbouring tree was found 

to be diseased and needed to be felled. We are grateful to Cllr. Bancroft for carrying out a 

weekly safety inspection which is supplemented by quarterly and annual safety inspections 

by qualified contractors. 

The village show, like many other events, could not go ahead as usual because of 

uncertainties about the pandemic but some street events took place and we are looking 

forward to its return in 2022, the year of Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. One 

event which did return later in the year was the Fireworks display organised by the Friends 

of St. Peter’s, which was very successful. 

Highways, Traffic, Parking & footpath/pavement issues 



Proposals have been published for an improved junction where Kirk Hill joins the A6097, as 

part of a larger scheme of improvements along the A6097 in general. The Council has 

engaged with the design team and a group of residents has also submitted its views. 

Consequently, measures have been included in the plans submitted for planning permission 

recently for an additional area of bridleway on the north east side of Kirk Hill. Residents are 

urged to look at the plans as there are important issues to consider as a consequence. 

The yellow lines around the crossroads and bus stop area on Main Street have generally 

been effective but there are still issues regarding parking, especially on Kneeton Road 

where increasing commercial & other traffic is impacting. Main Street & Butt Lane have been 

subject to many potholes recently and the whole length could do with being resurfaced, a 

point which the Council has put to VIA on several occasions over the year. VIA will repair 

deep potholes quickly if they are identified individually on the NCC website ‘Report a pothole’ 

page so residents are urged to report any they have concerns about. 

The surface of the car park on Main Street is holding up well since it was resurfaced using 

granite pieces. RBC has renewed the soundproofing on the recycling area, and the overall 

appearance is good. An area of grass and saplings was left to go wild last year as part of the 

PC’s response to the initiatives of the East Bridgford Wildlife and Biodiversity Group. 

Unfortunately, some trees had to be removed because of evidence in a specialist surveyor’s 

report that their roots were impacting on a neighbouring property.  

Fly-tipping incidents have declined with measures taken to reduce opportunity and a push by 

RBC to combat incidents. Please use on-line reporting to RBC if you come across any – 

Streetwise will clear it away and increasingly use investigators to try and find evidence of 

where it came from. Residents should always check that firms clearing their waste have the 

relevant paperwork, especially a waste carrier licence or they may also be liable if their 

waste is subsequently fly-tipped. 

Footpath closures continue near the marina and on the cliff top due to an earlier landslip – 

the upper one will eventually be diverted but any progress on either one is painfully slow.  

Councillors are working with other parties to try and find ways to improve cycling routes, 

especially to Bingham, to try and encourage more cycling. The Council has also installed a 

cycle rack outside the newsagents & hairdressers. 

WI hut 

The Council learned of its impending closure at the same time as the organisations which 

used it learned that bookings would not be taken after December. In view of this, and 

because many can recall the fund-raising supported by residents when it was rebuilt in the 

late 1980s, Asset of Community Value status was applied for, and granted by RBC. The 

moratorium on its sale was triggered in January so it cannot be sold until July. In the 

meantime, the PC is liaising with interested parties to see if there is a way forward where it 

might be secured for the village. 

Climate change 

The PC like most organisations is investigating how its activities impact on climate change 

and hence how that impact might be reduced. One example is the pavilion, which is owned 



by the Council and leased to the Sports Club. This is all-electric so a project to install solar 

panels is being worked upon to reduce its carbon footprint. Encouraging walking and cycling 

is also considered when discussing other matters (see cycling and Kirk Hill junction in traffic, 

above). 

Support to other organisations 

Small grants or other measures of support have been agreed for other organisations during 

the year, including the following: 

The Parish Magazine, towards printing costs and also the distribution of information 

materials to all households in December, which, together with the East Bridgford website, 

continues to provide an invaluable service to residents and visitors 

The Open Gardens group to assist with landscaping at the Medical Centre. 

A Donations Policy governs the process if a donation is being requested, details of which are 

available on the village website. 

Precept 

Taking into account the rate of inflation and anticipated expenditure on the maintenance of 

the play area, the Council resolved to raise its precept for 2022-23 by the equivalent of 2.8% 

on a Band D property. 

Capital projects 

No capital expenditure projects have been formally identified during the pandemic, but are 

being investigated for the coming year (see solar panels, above).   

Best Kept Village Competition and Open Gardens 

The BKV, run by CPRE, was cancelled again this year because of the covid-19 emergency. 

There was an annual ‘spring clean’ as usual, and the road sign planter boxes were filled with 

bedding plants to provide a welcoming splash of colour to people entering the village on 

those two routes. 

The Open Gardens event was held since meeting outside was allowed and good weather 

meant people were able to view the wide range of gardens which exist in the village and 

which are a testament to the skills, imagination and hard work of their owners. 

Community Plan & Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)  

The Community Plan is still in the action planning stage, but the Council’s input has 

inevitably been affected by the pandemic. The proposed developments off Butt Lane will 

present challenges but also will generate some funding through CIL eventually which can 

form the basis of planning how to respond. That response will include consideration of the 

priorities identified in the Community Plan. 

Planning applications 

Each month, the PC as a statutory consultee considers planning applications of all kinds 

from small extensions to redeveloping sites. RBC as the planning authority makes the 



decisions and a brief report about this process is in the parish magazine. It is clear that 

preparatory work is under way for the two large sites off Butt Lane and there are proposals 

for some development at East Bridgford Hill. These are likely to need careful scrutiny in the 

coming months. 

Springdale Wood, Bridgford Street meadow, rewilding & biodiversity 

The Council leases the wood from the Woodland Trust, but the CIC group East Bridgford 

Wildlife and Biodiversity Group (EBWBG) manages it for the benefit of the community, 

together with volunteers from the Friends of Springdale Wood. The management agreement 

was renewed this year.  

Following an approach by a resident, consultation took place about improving access to the 

wood for users of wheelchairs and a new access was made near the central gate. Local 

contractors were used to find a cost-effective solution which is proving successful. 

Bridgford Street meadow is also leased, from the Southwell Diocese, and managed by the 

EBWBG.  The lease is at the end of its term, and negotiations are taking place to try and 

renew it. The end of the bridleway which runs through this area will be affected by the Kirk 

Hill junction changes, which are referred to elsewhere. 

EBWBG is also pursuing strategies for rewilding and improving biodiversity in other 

locations, which the PC is keen to support. A number of trees from the RBC free-tree scheme 

will be planted in various locations around the village.  

Allotments 

The Council manages these which are situated on Butt Lane. Tenants pay a small rent each 

year based on the area of land and are subject to terms and conditions. There is a small 

turnover of tenants each year with a waiting list of people who wish to have one. Anyone 

interested in joining the waiting list should write to the Clerk. 

Remembrance Day & Feast Sunday 

Acts of Remembrance and wreath laying were possible again this year, with the return of the 

parade from the Car Park to the church on Remembrance Day which entails a road closure 

for the duration. 

Boundary Commission consultations 

The Boundary Commission has been publishing proposals to redefine RBC wards in our 

area. Councillors have responded to each set, and in each case the aim of the proposals 

has been to equalise voter numbers in each ward. With large developments coming on 

stream in Bingham, this has necessitated quite extensive changes being suggested which 

do not always match with geographical proximity. It remains to be seen what the final 

position will be. 

. 

Conclusion 



This section is regularly used to note many of the other varied other demands of Council 

business which include: 

 Responding to consultations and changes in legislation, maintaining memorial and other 

seats, weekly monitoring & safety inspections of the Play Area, arranging for surveys of and 

works to trees on parish land, reporting fly-tipping, occasional cleaning & maintenance of 

information boards, the defibrillator and the telephone box ‘book swap’, managing the 

allotments on Butt Lane and dealing with concerns raised by residents.  

The Council is grateful for the time given by Councillors, the elected County & Borough 

Councillors who regularly attend its meetings & take an active interest in parish issues, the 

work of its employee, contractors, and the internal auditor, Alan Hopwood, especially given 

the challenges posed by the pandemic. Last but not least, we continue to be fortunate to 

have numerous individuals and organisations in our parish who willingly help out in many 

ways, for example DOE volunteer students doing litter-picking or other tasks. 

Finally, in discharging its statutory responsibilities, the PC will always try to make or support 

improvements in the lives of residents and those who work here. 

 

Appendix – Financial summary 2021-2  

£ rounded    31/03/2021  31/03/2022 

1 Balances brought fwd    63044.21  70886.28 

2 Annual precept    41150.00 42144.00 
 
3 Total other receipts    12082.83  11792.21 

4 Staff Costs     14963.78  13826.42 
 
5 Loan interest/capital repayments  0.00   0.00 

6 Total other payments    30426.98  31870.95 
 
7 Balances carried forward   70886.28  79125.12 
 
8 Total Cash and Short Term Invest  70886.28  79125.12 
 
9 Total Fixed Assets    857641.95  859153.84 
 
10 Total Borrowings    0.00   0.00 

 
 


